AN EXTENSIVE RESEARCH ON
“WIPING ON SOCKS”

(REGULAR SOCKS, LEATHER SOCKS AND SEAKSKINZ)

FOREWORD

Moulana Ismail Moosa (Sallamahu) has completed his first year Mufti course at the Darul ifta.

There is still much confusion on the issue of masah on socks, especially in America, Canada, UK, and the Middle
East countries where masah is made on regular cotton or nylon socks.

This is of particular concern to people performing Salah behind Imams who make masah on regular cotton or nylon
socks. The Darul Iftaa regularly receives queries in this regard. Amongst other queries are the following:
1) Is the Imams wudhu valid?

2) Is the follower’s wudhu valid?
3) Should we perform our own Salah etc.?

Recently, a new sock, SealSkinz has come into the market and the position of wiping on that is being queried.
Alhamdulillah, Moulana Ismail Moosa (Sallamahu) in this document has discussed the issue in much detail. He
also proves the impermissibility of masah on regular cotton socks. He concludes that masah on SealSkinz is
permissible.

This treatise should be presented to Imams and trustees of the Masaajid. The issue of masah on regular socks
MUST be considered before appointing a person as an Imam of the Masjid.

(Mufti) Ebrahim Desai Saheb

INTRODUCTION

At the very outset, we wish to point out that we follow one of the four Aimmah Mujtahideen (viz. Imam Abu
Hanifa, Imam Malik, Imam Shafi and Imam Ahmad (May Allah Ta'ala have mercy on them all) in all matters of
jurisprudence. In our case, we have placed our firm conviction on the School of thought of Imam Abu Hanifa (May
Allah Ta'ala have mercy on him). The underlying reason for this is that coupled with his piety and sincerity, Imam
Abu Hanifa (May Allah Ta'ala have mercy on him) devoted his entire life in attaining, mastering and codifying
Islamic knowledge. This was in the glorious period when knowledge was at its pinnacle, memories were strong,
Ulama were many and scholarly gatherings abounded. It was generally in this era that authentic Ahadith flourished
and the scholars immersed into the depths of every narration. Every action that was practiced had to be based on
concrete proofs derived from any of the Islamic sources. Thus, Imam Abu Hanifa (May Allah Ta'ala have mercy on
him) use to discuss every ruling with at least forty scholars of whom each were masters in different fields of
Islamic knowled ge. After much study, scrutiny and discussion on each law, a conclusion used to finally be attained.

Supplementary to all the above are the efforts of numerous great luminaries who came in the past twelve hundred
years. They too traversed the earth, enduring hunger and pains in the quest of knowledge. These great scholars
spent their entire lives thoroughly scrutinising every verdict of Imam Abu Hanifa (May Allah Ta'ala have mercy on
him) to ensure its authenticity. In this way, the jurisprudence of Imam Abu Hanifa has been scrupulously refined
through the united efforts and sacrifices of Mufassireen, Muhadditheen, Fuqahah, Philosophers, Jurists and
Academics of twelve centuries. There can now be no doubt in understanding that every ruling of Imam Abu Hanifa
(May Allah Ta'ala have mercy on him) is most definitely in conformity with Quran and Hadith.
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It would be highly illogical for us now to independently seek evidences from Quran and Hadith when the cake is
already baked. This is an extremely daunting task, which requires years, nay lives of dedication, commitment,
perseverance and great effort. In fact, many Ahadith are not even at our disposal today. When the tartars invaded
Baghdad, they burnt down thousands of libraries and destroyed so much literature that the entire river Dajla turned
black with the ink. This led to the loss to several narrations. Allah, in his infinite mercy, has made it so easy for us
that we follow such individuals who were the true epitomes of Islamic knowledge. By following these illustrious
scholars, we can rest assured that ultimately we would be practising on Quran and Hadith.

The above proves how frivolous it is for us now to independently search for proofs directly from the Quran and
Ahadith. Thus, we will base this entire answer on the principles and methodology of the four madhabs. Since we
are Hanafies, this answer will mostly be based on the Hanafi madhab with references at times to the other three
madhaahib. In addition, it should be kept in mind that this in no way represents all the proofs of the notable
scholars of the past.

NOTE: 1) Because of the academic nature of this article, we have sufficed by merely mentioning the technical
terminologies (and not delving into the definitions and implications) of Usool al Figh and Usool al Hadith. A
person researching this issue most probably would be well versed with these terminologies beforehand.

2) In order to facilitate easier understanding, we have adjusted the translations of some texts slightly without
altering the meaning.

3) We have provided the exact Arabic texts for almost all the citations. This will be appreciated by Scholars.

4) Throughout the article, we have merely sufficed by mentioning the reference, volume and page number of the
quotations cited. At the end we have included a bibliography which mentions the publishers of the books we
quoted. This was done to facilitate for easier reading.

5) Due to the nature of this article we did not hesitate in repeating certain quotations and at times even entire
paragraphs.

WASHING THE FEET IN WUDHU

Allah Ta’ala has emphatically mentioned in the Quran,
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“Oh you who believe, when you (intend to) stand for prayer, wash your faces, and your hands up to the elbows,
and wipe your heads, and WASH YOUR FEET.” (Al Maaidah, 6)

It is clear from the above mentioned verse that it is compulsory to wash the bare foot. This is further corroborated
by the large amount of Ahadith which are all emphatic and categorical on the washing of the feet. This has led the
entire Ummah to come to a consensus on the washing of the feet. The great master of Hadith, Haafidh Ibn Hajar Al
Asqalani (May Allah Ta'ala have mercy on him) mentioned that it is conformed that all those Sahabah who deemed
the wiping of the feet as permissible retracted from their view (Fath al Bari 1/352).
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Ibn Abi Layla (May Allah Ta'ala have mercy on him) has said,
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“The Companions of the Prophet of Allah whw 3 4ds Y e are unanimous (on the compulsion of) washing the
feet.” (Ibid)

Thus, there now remains no difference amongst the Ahl as Sunnah on this issue.
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THE KHUFF

There is consensus of the Ahl as Sunnah that wiping upon leather socks is permissible. The reason for this
permissibility is that there is such a large number of Ahadith in which the wiping of leather socks is mentioned that
it has reached the status of tawatur. Had there not been such a large number of Ahadith on wiping the Khuff, it
would have not been permissible. The great Hanafi Scholar, Shaykh Abu Bakr Al Jassaas (May Allah Ta'ala have
mercy on him) mentions,
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“The general principle in this matter is that it has been established that the meaning of the verse is to wash (the

feet) as has preceded. Had the wiping of the khuff not been established through tawatur from Nabi 3 &ls & e
s, we would not give consent (to the wiping of the Khuff).” (Ahkam al Quran 3/440)

Mufti Taqi (May Allah Ta'ala have mercy on him) has also made a similar statement in his Fatawa (1/270)

The great saint and jurist, Hasan Basri (May Allah Ta'ala have mercy on him) mentions that seventy Sahabah
related to him the narration of wiping on the Khuff. (Al Muheet al Burhani 1/339, Fath al Bari 1/404, Talkhees al
Habeer 1/415, At Tamheed 11/37, Al Binayah 1/394, Ghunyah al mutamalli 104 etc.) Other Scholars suggest that
the wiping of the khuff has been narrated from eighty Sahabah. Moulana Abdul Hay Al Laknawi (May Allah
Ta'ala have mercy on him) has quoted the complete narrations of close to fifty Companions in his As Si’aayah
(1/558-560). Allamah Badr ad Deen Al Ayni (May Allah Ta'ala have mercy on him) has indicated to the sources of
close to sixty Companions in his commentary of Sharh Ma’ani al Athaar (Nukhab al atkaar 1/510-514, Also refer
to As Si’aayah 1/560-561) and likewise in Al Binayah (1/390-391). He has also mentioned the status of most of
these narrations. Ibn Munda (May Allah Ta'ala have mercy on him) has enumerated the names of eighty Sahabah
in his ‘At Tidhkirah’ (Ma’arif as sunan 1/332). Likewise, Allamah Sindi (May Allah Ta'ala have mercy on him)
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